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JJTC TRAINING STATS
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DJJ Celebrates 50 Academy Youth Worker
Graduations

Since the first academy was held in the Spring of 1997, the Department
has trained over 1,600 new youth workers which involved almost
12,000 hours of instruction. The academy structure has evolved
through the years and currently includes seven weeks of training, with
five academies being conducted annually.

In March, the Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice celebrated over
nine years of training academies with the graduation ceremony of Acad-
emy 50. The event was held at the Student Services Building on the
campus of Eastern Kentucky University where family, friends and co-
workers congratulated the thirty-six new DJJ staff graduates.

In honor of the 50t Graduation, DJJ selected five graduates to reflect
upon their academy experience as part of a brief video presentation that
would be included in the graduation ceremony. The five DJJ graduates
who contributed were: Ed Kleis, Karen Skaggs, Tyrone Silver, Natasha
Bibbs and Bill Grossi. Each shared personal stories while attending the
academy as well as professional work experiences that validated the
academy curriculum. EKU would like to extend a personal note of thanks
to each of these graduates for their contribution of time and continued
commitment to improving the lives of Kentucky’s youth.

Left to right: Ed Kleis, Frankfort Group Home; Karen Skaggs, Mayfield Group
Home; Tyrone Silver, Westport Group Home; Natasha Bibbs, Warren RIDC
and Bill Grossi, Fayette RIDC
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